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HAZARDOUS MATERIALS – WASTE SAFETY 
TRAINING



Hazardous Material – Waste 
Awareness for Auxiliary Staff

Objectives:

• Communicate  “safety advice” with each 
other staff.

• Create an awareness of hazardous 
materials / waste safety issues.

• BE informed on warning signs and labels.

• Describe steps to take if you are first to 
find a hazardous material spill.



General Practices -

➢Always wear personnel 
protective equipment.

➢Always use hazardous 
materials as manufacture 
intended it for us.



General Practices -
Advice from friendly EHS 

personnel 

➢Be aware of the hazards of the 
materials you are using.  

➢Make sure you check the SDS.



General Practice -

➢General Rule for all Auxiliary Services 
personnel regarding creating hazardous 
waste:

➢We should use up all the materials as 
they are intended for, therefore 
there should be no waste off-spec’s 
product.

➢Call EH&S for advice if you have questions.



Disposal of Empty Containers

• If the container held liquids, it must be emptied so no 
material can be drained from the container.

• If the container held solids, no materials can remain that 
can feasibly be removed by physical means.

• Under no circumstances may a container 
labeled with the radioactive symbol or 
with the words “Hazardous Waste” be 
disposed of in the regular trash. 

Remove labels or mark out information that does not represent 
the actual contents of the container.



Special Hazardous 
Wastes

Universal Wastes

• A category of “less” regulated wastes.

• Universal Waste must be collected and 
disposed of separately from other waste.

Examples are:

• Lead-acid, nickel/cadmium, lithium and 
mercury batteries  (not alkaline)

• Mercury ballasts

• Fluorescent bulbs (contain mercury)

• High Intensity Discharge (HID) lamps



Aerosol Cans
Aerosol cans may be considered 
Hazardous Waste if one or  more of 
the following conditions exist:

• The can is still pressurized. 

• The propellant is chlorinated  

• The propellant is isobutene, ether or 
some other flammable gas. 

• The material contains lead, pesticides 
or another   hazardous constituent.

• Use all contents and when can is at 
atmospheric pressure, discard into 
trash.



Used Fluorescent Bulbs

Used fluorescent bulbs may contain: 

Mercury

▪ Pack used bulbs in original box. 

▪ Close the box or container.

▪ Put universal waste label & date 
box when first lamp is placed 
inside.

▪ Notify your supervisor when box 
is full.

Contact EHS office for disposal of 
other universal wastes.



Some Other Hazards

• Who’s watching the shop?

• Fire Safety

• Electrical Safety

• Compressed Gases

• Scary Storage

➢Chemical and biological 
hazards are not the 
only lab safety problem!

➢O&M does create waste 
if you are not being 
careful!



Personal Protective Equipment



Personal Protective Equipment



Gloves
• Always wear gloves when cleaning.
• Wear gloves that will protect you –

not latex!
• Remove gloves so you don’t become 

contaminated.
• Dispose of gloves – do not reuse 

disposable gloves.
• Rinse reusable gloves and check for 

cracks or holes before reusing.
• Always wash your hands when you 

take off gloves.



How do you wash?

• Use water and soap

• Regular soap is ok – antibacterial soap is 
not necessary

• Scrub hands for 10 – 15 seconds

• Rinse with water

• Dry hands



What’s on your feet?

• Wear appropriate shoes 
when on the job!



Hazard Identification
Radiation 

Sign

Biohazard 
Sign

Chemical 
Hazard Sign



Hazard Identification -
Containers

• All chemical containers must be labeled with 
the proper name and precautionary 
information.

• This is part of your Right-to-Know training.

UHCC Hazard Communication Program



Container Labels



Do you know what these mean?

• You need to understand the hazard symbols and 
the protection symbols:

This product is TOXIC (POISON). 

Example: Crew Bathroom Cleaner

This product is CORROSIVE 

(BURNS). Example: Pro Strip

You need to wear these items to protect yourself: You need to wear these items to protect yourself:

See the Material Safety Data Sheets for more information!



Material Safety Data Sheets
Where do I get an SDS?
• Ask your Supervisor

• Contact EH&S (956-9464)

• Contact Manufacturer



When Hazardous Materials are 
not Managed Properly 





Emergencies

• You are our “First Responders”!

• You need to be aware of:

• what hazardous substances are in use or in storage.

– what can happen in an 
emergency when 
hazardous substances 
are present.



Emergencies
You need to  be able to: PLAN YOUR ACTION

•Stop: Stop what you are doing.  Isolate area.

•Evaluate: Indentify the hazardous substances, if 
possible.

• Knowledge or container labels? 

• Plan: Decide your plan of action.  Secure area, 
call important personnel.  Gather all your 
emergency supplies

•Execute your Plan: Put all your plan activity into 
play.  Clean up spill.



Spills, Thrills and Chills

Hazardous material spill:
• Control the area.
• Find out what it is, check SDS for any special 

information regarding cleanup.
• Contact your Supervisor.
• If spill is large, Call (Campus Security) 
• Use proper material for cleanup and PPE .
• Keep people away from spill.



2 MOST IMPORTANT THINGS 

TO MANAGE HAZARDOUS WASTE IN SHOPS

LABEL:  Label everything.

HOUSEKEEPING:  Everything has it’s place



When in Doubt?

ASK for clarification.

Knowledge may save yours and others 

lives!
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